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DONATIONS FROM ALL SIDES
OF THE COMMUNITY

The amount awarded to the Society from
Dean Jack Shearer's ‘Sit-Out’ Appeal over
the Christmas period was the largest to
any of the 41 Charities who benefited
from the ‘Sit-Out’ Appeal and reflects the
importance now attached to the work of
the Society by the community at large.

With the recent ‘higher profile’ of the
Society, coupled with the ever increasing
number of people who are living on or
below the poverty line, more people of all
“denominations are approaching us for help.

Pictured above is Colm McNicholl receiving a cheque for £1290 from the Dean of Belfast Jack Shearer

However, as the photograph above
illustrates, more donations of cash,
clothing, electrical items and household
furniture are being donated by persons
from all religious backgrounds.

Conferences should always 'remember,
therefore, when considering a request for
assistance, that the Rule clearly states:-

‘We bhelp all people in need
regardless of colour, creed or
casfe”.
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EDITORIAL

Rita Mannion
Regional
President

Traditionally, we as a Society have always
helped: people in need regardless of colour,
class or creed - in fact it is part of our Rule.
However, uniil now this help to people of
other creeds has, in Northern Ireland, been
restricted to eertain activities, such as Senior
Citizens’ dinners and outings, or o smaller
areas where the Christian spirit and
brotherly love are uniouched by the sad
fixation with anoiher's faith which is so
prevalent in every walk of life elsewhere in
.our community.

Over the last six months, as the tull effects of
the current economic situalion begin to be
fell by everyone, things are thankfully
changing. We are no longer seen as solely
a Catholic organisation for the Catholic
people. Although we are and always will
be an organisation which is Catholic in
character, people are beginning o realise
that the only criteria for help from our
Society is the need for that help.

We, as members of the Society of St Vincent
de Paul, have always realised this and I
have no doubt that we will be prepared to
meet the increased demands on our fime and
resources caused by the growing public
awareness of our role. We need never
worry about lack of finance or personnel. If
we approach everything we do in a truly
spiritual and charitable way the Holy Spirit
will never let us down - we will always
cope.
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THE NEED TO REMINISCE

Hugh Byrme

When visiting an old
acquaintance recently | couldn’t
help noticing that each of his
anecdotes commenced with the
words, A mind wan time? This
made me realise regretfully the
damage TV and modern media
has done to our oldest forms of
entertainment ‘reminiscences’,
As children on the wall at the
crossroads bridge on a sunny
afternoon even those few
restless among us were held
spellbound by some old men
recalling their escapades during
the war, (World War 1 that was),
their  experiences  tunnelling
under the Clyde for mere pence
at the beginning of the century,
or the old 'sea dog, who had
been around the world a few
times,

When the women-folk got
together there were stories of
the hard times in 'service up at
the big house’ - all hard work and

no time off, with barely enough
food to survive on.

Such graphic descriptions of the
'‘bad old days' and those ftrips
down memory lane made more
impression on us than todays
media can do. Todays mature
adults can be equally entertaining
of their younger days when given
the opportunity; when the Yanks
came - the Blackout - the
rationing of the early 40s -
clothing & sweet coupons - and
harrowing accounts of the Blitz.

As we sat by the bedside of an
old friend recently she recalled
with clarity and minufe detail, her
childhood days, her parents
work pattern, her uncles who had
emigrated and their contribution
to the American way of life.
Within 24 hours she had slipped
gracefully away to meet those
same relatives and. friends

whose memories were so vivid a
picture in her mind till the very
end. What a meeting that must
have been.

There have been various
exhibitions of byegone days
comprising photographs, news

items etc, The St Malachy's
College/Newington Day Centre
(John Sweeney, Artillery Steeet),
is the type of thing that springs
to mind and should have a lot
more attention paid to it. By the
way if any of you out there have
any memorabilia of SVP interest
such as ‘chits’ issued to the less
fortunate some time ago, or even
very old minute books, they
would | am sure, be welcome at
your Regional Office Library.

Finally, dear Vincentians, always
bear in mind that reminiscences
are a very essential therapy
during our visits and it is better to
be a good listener than talker.

BEREAVEMENT (Funeral Expenses) - (Part 2)

It ism't morbid to talk about death and it's very sensible to be prepared for it both emotionally and
practically. Not knowing how 1o do things if your partner dies could make you even more angry and

frusirated in your grief.
FINANCES

In faw when a person dies their
assets are frozen until probate
is granted. It's worth making a
list of all your assets and
thinking ahead. Check on a
Pension which may be due; find
out about an Insurance Policy to
cover the funeral expenses.
Your partner's bank account will
be frozen unless you have a joint
account - in which case you will
still be able to withdraw cash.

DEATH CERTIFICATE

If your partner dies at home call
your Doctor who will sign a
Medical Certificate confirming
death, This will be done
automatically if your partner dies
in hospital. The Certificate may
not be issued at this stage if the
doctor decides to refer the
matter to the Coronor. This
Certificate must be taken to the
Registrar of Births and Deaths
who will issue the ‘Death
Certificate’ and the notification of
disposal which should be passed
to a Funeral Director.

As many as five of these
Certificates may be needed and
cost £2 each at this stage. You
may need them for the will; any
pension claims, Insurance Policies

and investments, If any more
copies are needed at a later
date they will cost £5 each.

FUNERAL DIRECTOR

It is important to choose a
reputable  Funeral  Director,
preferably someone ' known
locally. It is also a good idea to
get estimates fr%m two firms to

compare prices and cut back on
items you cannot afford. At
present the average cost of a
funeral is around £600 but your
Funeral Director can advise you
on this.

STATUTORY HELP

If you receive Income Support,
Housing Benefit or Family Credit
you can apply for help to pay for
the funeral costs and again ‘your
Funeral Director should be able
to help you fill in the necessary
claim forms etc. - You should in
any case contact your local
DHSS Office about your Pension
and the Tax Office as well if you
and your partner filled out annual
Tax Returns. If there is no will
you can apply for probate

yourself, but if you have any
problems your Solicitor should be
able to advise you.



















