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NEW BASE FOR THE HOMELESS
ELFAST

June 1989 saw the culmination
of efforts by the Daughters of
Charity and the Society of St
Vincent de Paul come to a
successful conclusion when a
new Hostel was opened in
Moyard, West Belfast.

At the official opening Lord
Blease had this to say:-

‘" When the Daughters of
Charity first came to Moyard in
1977, the estale possessed a
most unenviable repufation. In
common with their order they
brought charity fo Moyard: and
with it came care, compassion
and diigence which has so
characterised their effort.

Moyard House, West Belfast

‘ The project is a fine example
of infer-agency co-operation
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Rita Mannion
Regional
President

Like most people in the couniry [ have been
following the fates of the teams in the World
Cup and even going so far as fo anxiously
watch some maiches.

Football is not wvery high on my list of
preferences and I know little about the rules; but
I couldn't help thinking that my enjoyment and
parlicipation would have been improved if [ had
fully undersiood the game.

I felt very aggrieved when Sheedy’s goal
against Holland was disallowed because I know
nothing about players being ‘off-side’.  The
players weren't aggrieved because they know
and understand the rules.

I recently attended an excellent meeting and
during the course of one session the members
were asked to close their eyes and raise their
hands if they had ever zeen ‘The Rule’ of the
Society.

- Only one third of the members raised their

hands. They were then asked to raise their
hands if they had ever read 'The Rule’. Less
than one third raised their hands. There were
over 100 members at that meeting.

Footballers could not play in local clubs let
alone the World Cup if they didn't know the
rules of the game. At best, all they could do
would be o kick a ball around in circles in a

|- total ineffective way.

Are we really so much different ? We are not
footballers, we are not playing - we are totally
and earnestly commited to the work of our
Society. Can we really be at our most effective
if we have no knowledge of the basic Rule of
our great worldwide organisation.

Have you read "The Rule’ ? If not and you don't
have a copy, they are available from your
Regional Office in Belfast.

If you are going away ‘ on holiday, enjoy
yourself - if you are staying al home I hope we
have a long hot summer,

EPErs Say. .




ZACHARIAE WAS WROLKG

Joe Fitzpatrick

The method of communication is
the key to successful visitation,
and it can be very varied. That
was the message from the recent
Hospital Visitation Seminar at
Kerdiffstown.

One quarter of old people living
alone in lreland give ‘lack of
company’ as the principle reason
for feeling lonely (Old and Alone
in Ireland - SVP 1980). So being
physically there, can speak
volumes.

'Verbal communication in fact may
not be necessary or indeed

possible. One speaker told of a*

hospital visit by a priest to an
elderly man who could only
speak with difficulty.

This inspired cleric devised an
effective method of
communication. He asked
questions and the patient
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squeezed his hand in reply - one
for yes, and two for no. Simple |
They actually enjoyed the
Rosary, the priest leading, a
gentle squeeze when the silent
response was over. If it works,
it's good!

Young Waterford Vincentlans John
and Morgan White (not related),
departing for homs.

Several speakers echoed the
‘touch’ theory - if talking is a
problem, touch or hold hands.

Christy Kenneally of CK
Communications struck a
warning note: Many elderly

people are retiring in nature. You
must respect their wishes.
Sensitivity born out of experience
will tell you if a personis a ‘touch’
being. Do it their way |

We are friends and helpers, .in
whose company those we visit
must feel they c¢an be
themselves. Be prepared to just
listen - you may even learn a
thing or two.

Christy  Kenneally forcibly
asserted that Zachariah was
wrong. Zach, having witnessed
the arrival of Jesus, said - Now /
can die in peace; but that was
not what Jesus came for, rather
that we should have life and fo
the rul’

The Vincentian ambition is to help
all to live their lives as they are to’
the full extent of their individual
ability. ‘

(Aggregation of New Conference)

The Eucharist celebrated at 7.30
pm. on Thursday, May- 31 1990 in
St MacNissi's Church,
Newtownabbey marked an
historic occasion. St MacNissi's
Conference in North Belfast had
just received their letter of
‘Aggregation’ from the Council
General in Paris.

The congregation - all
Vincentians - included the entire
new Conference and

representatives from all the local
sister
Newtownabbey. Members of the
hew  Conference said the
Readings and Bidding Prayers.

Father  Aiden Brankin, =St
MacNissi’s Spiritual Advisor, read
a particularly apt passage from
the Gospel of St Luke, in which
Jesus sends out his followers IN
TWOS to do His work in the
world. Universality was the
theme of the sermon, relating to
the Letter of Aggregation which
tells us that the Society should
‘operate in accordance with the
needs of the modern world".

Conferences in.

When Communion was over the
Letter, resplendent in an
embossed wooden frame, was
blessed and Mass ended.

Eugene Magill (North Belfast Area

Council President), then
addressed those gathered:
Aggregation of a  new

Conference is not an event which

- oceurs offen in the Area. So, |

am very happy lo be with you
and join with St MacNissi's in
marking the occasion of their
union with the Society as a
whole

The Regional President, Miss Rita
Mannion, was duly invited to
make the official presentation to
Pat OHare, President of St
MacNissi's Conference.

Before doing so, Rita paid a
glowing tribute to the fledging
Conference: St MacNissi's
Conference, although only a
short lime in existence, has
already demonstrated a
commitment fo the Vincentian
3

ideals  that many  older

Conterencas would be proud of.
1 am aware of how effective the
new Conference has been fo
date in listening fo the voice of
the poor in their local community,
and responding fo their needs:

Eugene Magill looks on as letter
Is presenied.

Formalities completed, everyone
agreed over a cup of tea, that the
‘hero of the hour’ was Bro Hugh
Byrne, who had presided over St
MacNissi's foundation.


















