VINCENTIAN news

SOCIETY OF ST VINCENT DE PAUL - NORTHERN REGION

L Volume 2 - Number 1 October 1990

ey ae——
k{@ LL/L \f J L\[ |

—

R I A e O S R O

I kT v AR

The Society’s Response

Over 200 members attended
the Society’s Annual Meeting of
Conference Presidents at the
NUU at Jordanstown on
Saturday and Sunday 15/16th
September 1990.

The meeting was also attended
by several Regional Presidents
throughout Ireland and several
members from the Mid-West
Region. The Society in England
and Wales was represented
for the first time by the National
Vice President, Jim Hynes and
the President of the Scottish

Pictured above - Pat McHugh, Jack McMahon, Rualdhrl Higgins Society ably represented
Rita Mannion, Dr Jeremy Harbison and Aideen D'Arcy. Scotland.
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Rita Mannion
Regional
President

According to the Annual Reports received from
Conferences the 'Funding of Ouiside
Organisations’ has really become a problem.
Some Conferences are handing out sums,
ranging from £100 - £500, to other charitable
organisations in which we have absolutely no
involvement.

This practise is totally opposed io Society
Policy which states that all funds should be
expended only through the direct arm of the
Society.

The members of the Regional Council have
been so concerned about this disposal of
Conference funds that they have re-affirmed
Sociely Policy in an updated statemeni, as
follows:-

‘Funding of Ouiside Organisations’ is
limited to:

1 Projects that are initiated by a Conference
and in which that Conference has
continued involvemen};, or-

2 Projects in which a Conference has full
parinership arrangements including
accountability for Society funds.

All other funding should be done direcily
through the people we serve.

Rather than funding another Organisation to
offer a service we should be pulting the people
we help in a position to buy that service if they
require it. For example, instead of direcily
funding services such as hairdressers,
chiropodists, meals-on-wheels etc, we should
be giving money directly fo people to buy the
service. This allows a person o retain their self-
respect and dignity and is within the Society
Rule of only expending money through iis
direct arm.

In some places we are in danger of losing sight
of our role. We are not a fund-raising organis-
afion for other charilies nor do we adveriise
ourselves as such. Our benefactors are entitled
to know exactly what they are supporting. If
they donate funds to us we must assume they do
so fo support us in our work and we should not
presume lo re-direct their donations fo other
organisations. If you have any questions about
the Policy please bring them up at your next
Area Council meeling where your Area
President will be able o explain it fully, if
necessary.
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The second Annual Outing for
elderly people organised by the
Society saw over 60 people from
the Saintfield and Carrickmannon
areas being taken on a Sunday
outing to Spelga Dam and Kilkeel.

The party included seven people
in  wheelchairs. All  were
supervised by two nurses and a
willing band of helpers,

On the way home they stopped
off at the ‘Bay Inn’, Dundrum for a
meal .and entertainment with
many taking part in the singing
and dancing. The music was
supplied by ‘Double X".

Fr Kelly, Spiritual Advisor of St
Mochaoi Saintfield Conference
attended, and towards the end
Mr John Bryce, East Down Area
President, paid a warm tribute to

Senlor Citizens and helpers pictured In the Bay inn Dundrum

everyone who had helped to
make the day a great success.

Special mention was made of the
members of Saintfield who in the
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short time of their existence, had
done such an excellent job for
Senior Citizens and families in
need in the Saintfield and the
surrounding disfrict,
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Picture above:- Members of the Blessed Virgin Conference af the
centenary celebrations to mark the birth of Frederic Ozanam, on
23rd April 1913.

Blessed Virgin Conference in
Enniskillen is the oldest in the
Northern Region. It was formed in
1848 four years after the Soclety
came to Ireland.

We have no record of the
foundation years but we can be
sure that in the wake of the
Famine the Conference was not
short of work.

The Conference has remained
strong over the last 142 years
and last year was one of the
busiest Enniskillen has ever
experienced.

Conference President Terence
Maguire said ‘The cutbacks in
DHSS payments had significantly
increased the demand for its
services with over £2,500 going
on coal and gas, £1000 on
groceries and £600 on supplying
brand new footwear'. The
Conference is also about to start
a Home Management Course,
geared towards helping people
living on their own.

Piclured left- The present day
members of Blessed Virgin
Conference Enniskilien.


















