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I am delighted that many Conferences, after
considering the benefiie of disiributing the Regional
Annual Reporl, decided fo continue giving it out to
their parishioners together with their own Conference
Report. SVP Week is our best opportunity to heighten
the profile of the Sociely and to gain the maximum
benelii from publicity.

We have a liability under the Charities Act to publicly
account for the money donated to us bul we have a
greater moral responsibility io the benefsctors who
make our work possible. We must account to them for
the trust they have placed in us and the best way to do
this is to personally hand them an Annual Report as
they leave the Church on 2nd December.

People do not just put money locally in our red boxes
every week - many also subscribe to our Street
Collections, donate clothes and furniture, subscribe fo
Give as You Earn and through bequests. Because of
this, every one of our benefactors we csn reach is
entiled to know not only what we did with their
donation in the parish but also Region-wide. For this
reason the Regional Annuml Report should be
distributed by every Conlerence.

I am disappointed that some Conferences have chosen
not fo distribute the Regional Annual Report,
thereby denying the parishioners a full knowledge of
our stewardship of their donations. I would ask those
Conlierences 1o please think agein for next year. Even
though you may not be giving out the Regional
Reporl this year you MUST prepare and disiribute a
local Repori.

Whether Conferences are providing Regional
Reportis, local Reports or both, please distribute them
by hand cutside the Church after all the Masses. If you
don’t have enough members o do this, please ask
friends in the Church 1o help. It only iskes 5-10
minutes. Person-to-Person coniact with our benelactors
is as important as with the people we serve. To leave
Reporis to be lifted from the beck of the Church is
contemptuous io the people who make our work
possible. Please show them our gratilude by
ireating them with the respect and appreciation
they deserve.
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The Craigavon & Armagh AGM
was held in St Patrick's Hall,
Armagh on Sunday 21st October
1990. The guest speaker was
Aideen D’Arcy, a member of the
Pegional Board, who took as her
theme, The Society in e
1990's!

Lively Workshops on some
matters raised by Aideen
followed. Anne O'Neill {President
of St Joseph’s Prison Visitation
Conference), gave a detailed
. report on the work of the
Conference. This was followed
by short talks on, My Experience
of Bereavement, by Joseph
Loughran and Changing
Benefits, by Sheilla Maguire
(Welfare Rights Officer).
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Afternoon tea was served by
members of the St Patrick’s
Armagh Conference and the

meeting concluded with Mass,
celebrated by Fr McAnerney.

Pletured above:- (Back) Joe Fitzsimmons and Patrick McArdle and
(Front) Fr McAnerney, John Campbeli, Aldeen DiArcy & Una 7Tallon
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Maximum publicily was
obtained by the Regional
Council at our second
Press Conference in Eia
House on Thursday 29th
November 1980, to launch
SVP Week.

Over £1 million- was spent in
relieving poverty on both sides of
the community in 1989-1990.
Almost 80,000 requests for
Food, Clothing, Footwear,
Cookers, Beds, Washing
Machines, Fridges, Babies Cots
and basics were answered.

Over two hundred and eighty
people were employed by the
various ACE Schemes and 23
Thrift Shops provide clean,
quality second-hand clothing at a
modest cost. Over 600 elderly
people were provided with a
holiday in Clare Lodge and Drop-
In Centres provided people with a
chance to meet, have a chat and
a cup of tea. Home Management
and Personal Development
Courses have been held through-
out the Region allowing people to
develop budgeting, cookery and
relaxation skills etc.

All these activities are very
demanding both in members’ time
and in cash support.
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At the Conference our Regional
President Rita Mannion stated
that - Last Christmas the
Sociely wamed that there was a
Crisis of Poverly in the
community. Other groups
endorsed Ithat waming. The
Minister  acknowledged  the
Sociely’s conlribution fo the
disadvaniaged and expressed
the need for his officials fo meet
us to discuss ways of avoiding a
calastrophe. No meefing has
laken place and we are stil
waiting for him to contact us. In
the meantime poverly has
become endemic on both sides
of the community.

The fact that our expenditure
has reached the record level of
£1055273 this year, shows that
the calastrophe has happened.
Our Sociely and similar other
Voluntary Organisations cannot

‘ provide a Safely Nef for the

disadvantaged. Cash Imited

| Schemes, like the Social Fund, do

not relieve the situation, they

increase the stress and hardship

for thousands of our citizens:
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THE SOCIETY, [X SAN FRAKCISCO
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Gerry McGowan from St
Peter’'s Conference in West
Belfast, reflects on his
recent visit to America
where he met some fellow
Vincentians.

San Francisco evokes memories
of the Gold Rush, earthquakes
and Wells Fargo. The city is aptly
named after St Francis. Five
days before the Declaration of
Independence in 1776, a priest of
his Order celebrated Mass in
what was to become the Dolores
Mission. This Church with its 4ft
thick alcove walls exists to this
day. It is the oldest intact building
in the city. The orginal wooden
altar and statues overlaid with
gold leaf, a gift from Mexico, are
basically the same.

The Baptismal Register of 1776 is
still intact. The only reminder of
the original inhabitants is the
ceiling which depicts Indian

designs done with vegetable dyes.

consequent exodus of the
people in ‘Coffin Ships' to
America. Many of those who
survived the journey succumbed
to illness, of which there was
much in the decades after the
Gold Rush.

Today this opulent city suffers
from other iils, chief of which is
Aids, drug abuse and alcoholism.
Poverty is evident by the
number of homeless sleeping
rough in the down town
doorways.

Thanks to an introduction by
Alice Donovan of St Ignatius’
Parish | was able to visit the
HQ of the Society of St Vincent
de Paul. 't was an immense
warchouse with the Society’s
name prominently displayed in
white letters about 2ft high. A Mr
Bright was expecting me and
gave me a guided tour of the
premises. It was set out like a
huge supermarket with both

The Magnificant Altar of the Dolores Misslon In San Francisco

The 1906 earthquake demolished
a parish church which had been
built adjacent but left the Dolores
Mission  unscathed. The
cemelery surrounding it is
especially interesting too. Apart
from graves of past notables, it
abounds with tombstones of Irish
immigrants. It was sad to read the
inscriptions such as, Sacred fo
the Memory of Wm Joyce from
Co Meath,” or ' Sullivan from Co
Cork” or Brady from Armagh’
and many more. This sparks off
poignant memories of the Famine
years in Ireland and the

voluntary and paid staff in
attendance. Free and low cost
goods for the needy were readily
available. Anything from a
needle to an anchor was
obtainable. There was an
abundance of goods and clothing
for men, women and children and
a great variety of furniture,
bedding and suites.

There was a section for fridges,
freezers, cookers and washing
machines and a permanent
electrician to service them. | was
shown a part of th: store in which

goods were being stored for the
unfortunate victims of the recent
earthquake. At the rear of the
warehouse sliding doors were
pushed apart to reveal a sorting
area almost as big again.

Mr Bright explained that they had
eight furniture vans with drivers
and helpers constantly employed.
These served various Thrift
Shops in the city. Profits go to
promoting programmes to break
the cycle of homelessness such
as Rosalie House, a shelter for
battered wives and children. It
offers safety and support for 250
people each year.

Ozanam Reception Cenira is
a ‘Detox Unit, where homeless
alcoholics can have hospitality
and treatment if they choose!
About 100 alcoholics use the
service. The detox section has a
twenty bed capacity and is
always full. Ofiver House is a
half-way house for recovering
drug abusers and alcoholics and
the Arlington Hotel , which
belongs to the Society, provides
accommodation at reasonable
rates to suit the low incomes of
recovering addicts.

Social and residential services
are linked to support clients
towards independent living.
St Vincent de Paul Sheiters
provide shelter, food and social
services to 110 people each night.

Vincentian Life/Vincentian
Besk serves the poor and
needy through parishes and
stores. This appears to be
another description of the work
done by our Conferences in
Ireland.

Upon reflection, 1 saw the
similarities between us in the
way we both help people in need.
We follow the spirit of St Vincent
de Paul, in the footsteps of
Frederic Ozanam, joining our
brethren in helping the poor,
regardless of  geographical
barriers, colour, caste, religion or
creed. ‘Have a nice day I
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Among Vincentians, rarely does
this question seek information, for
it is in fact a rhetorical question
with a built-in negative answer.
The thinking goes like this - we
are caring and considerate, we
have been helping people for
years without complaint, so who
needs training ? Apparently the
possibility of improving the quality
of our service is not a
congideration at all. No matter
how you look at it, that is not a
healthy sign for our Society.

For most people in-service
training is part of their daily
occupation. It is accepted as the
norm and we are toid that the
workers for the future must
expect a major overhaul of their
job skills two or three times in
their working life. Either we don't
regard our Vincentian work very
highly or we are complacent
enough to believe that we
already know it all.

Someone once wrote that we are
learning all our lives or else we
are dead before our time. You
can supply the obvious question
and the answer o that for
yourself. Many Vincentians agree
that training is a very good idea
- for new members. Their own
years of service, long or short,
tutored or of the do-it-yourself
variety, somehow provide a
“Training Exemption Certificate’,
which absoives them from the
pitfalls they often fall into.

For some members a Vincentian
visit is akin to a brisk ten minute
interview which they would regard
as displaying the professional
touch. We must apologise to
social workers, for it is usually
their professionalism that some
members admire. In fact, social
worker training precludes any
such brash approach. But of
course Vincentians are not social
workers, professional or
otherwise.
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create a bond, a family bond that
is summed up in the congept -
‘The Vincentian Family’. It simply
means that the visitor and the
person visited are both members
of the one family, the Vincentian
Family. That dictates a wholly
different set of attitudes and
approaches.

TRIBUTE TO FIETY YEARS OF SERVICE

A special function was held in St
Mary’s Limavady recently fo
mark the completion of 50 years
membership by Mr James
Loughrey to the local Conference
of St Canice. A Mass of thanks-
giving was offered. A Social
evening followed and a present-
ation was made to Mr Loughrey
on behalf of the Conference.
Fr Peter Loughrey (cousin)
handed over the Papal Blessing.
Congratulations were also sent
by the Bishop of Derry, Most Rev.
Dr. Edward Daly.

We all know about confidentiality.
We certainly would never blab
away to a neighbour. But we can
get into a cosy chat with a
friendly helpful social worker and
casually disclose confidential
information when we haven't got
the express permission from the
family to do so. We can’t assume
that that is OK. and excuse our
breach of confidentiality because
we are both on the same side as
it were. Oh yes, it does happen !

Social Justice has been much in
the news in recent years. We
usually see it as concerning
Government policy and the
behaviour of statutory agencies
towards the poor. And of course
we leave all that to the Regional
Council or to the National Council.
But it does pertain to us in our
ordinary Vincentian work. = We
can and do offend against Socia!
Justice ourselves and not be
aware that we are doing so.
Social Justice also requires that
we use every opportunity to
equip ourselves so that we
always give of our best when we
help the poor. And that means
“Training’,

So why not ask when the next
training session is being held in
your Area ? Whatever the topic
you could learn something new
and even discover that that
“Training Exemption Certificate’ is
but a figment of complacency.

Members of %! Canclce Limavady pay tribute to Mr Loughrey












