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Pictured above are Sean McLaughlin (Treasurer), Harry Allen (Vice-President)
Bobby McDonald (President), Rita Mannion (Regional President) and Declan
O'Loan (Secretary) at the Centenary Mass in All Saints Church, Ballymena.
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Rita Mannion
f Regional
President

1 am sitting at home watching a video of the Rosemary
House Christmas party and | would recommend it to
any member feeling despondent or negative about our
Society or it's works. This was just one of the many
Christmas parties held throughout the Region and the
love, the laughter and the cbvious caring atlitudes are
an inspiration. |1 was at that party but 1 was too busy
enjoying the happy relaxed atmosphere and the
cabaret provided by the residents, staff, Society
members and Fr Crudden, to think about what actually
caused the atmosphere. Now, on reflection on the
video | can see it.

Now | know what was happening at the
Rosemary House party and every other party
throughout the Region. It was the total and
unconditional self-giving to ensure the welfare of
another person. This isn't restricted to an annual
party, it is practised every day of the year by
thousands of members in this Region and in the
Country. It is this loving self-giving of each individual
member that has kept our Society alive for over 150
years and will ensure it's existence into the future for
as long as it is needed.

It's almost on us again - Annual Report time.
Doesn't it come around with such boring regularity ?
This year will see a change in the format and shape
and, hopefully, you will agree it is better.

We asked 3 Conferences from each Area in this
Region to comment on the drafts from the National
Treasurer -and | would like to extend my grateful
thanks to those Conferences for their 100% response
and positive assessments. Their comments have
been considered by the National Finance Committee
and most taken ‘on board".

| hope the new report is easier to complete and look
forward to any comments you may have for further
improvements.

Birthday of Lurgan Playgroup

Pupils Present Hampers fo Society
Centenary of Blessed Virgin, Ballymena
Kilmegan Area Council A.GM.

Fifty Years of Service

Cenfre of Hope, Ghana - Report
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EIRST BIRTHDAY FOR LURGAY DPLAYGROUD

The Childrens’ Playgroup at ‘the
back of the Ozanam Centre in
William Street, Lurgan, celebrated
its first birthday in November last
year.

The Scheme was established to
provide families with childcare
facilities, ‘Without putting the arm
in’, and is currently dealing with
up to 52 children per week.

The project was initially launched
and financially backed by the
. Society which also supplied the
self-contained premises and
much of the equipment, as
assistant manager Noel
McGeown explained - The
Playgroup has all its own
Tacifities at the back of the main
building and access is restricted
in line with the Social
Services reguiations; he said.

Everything is done by the rules
and we have people from NIFPA
calling regularly to check up and
advise us when necessary. For
many families, especially those
working part-time, the cost of
child minding is prohibitive. The
aim here is to provide a service
for both sides of the communify
that they can afford, yet which is
still of a high standard'.

All the staff here are qualified
and we are fully insured The
Scheme was financed by the
Society at the beginning but has
become self sufficient as we do
not need fo make a profit. Any

who work part-fime. We can
only take children aged 3 to. 6
because of the regulations but
we are exploring the possibility of
opening a creche for younger
children next door’
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Lurgan Playgroup children with

ssislants Patricla Fitzpatrick and

Emily Mulholland at the sandpit.

extra goes back to biljﬂhg new
equipment for the children’

FACILITIES

Leader Celeste McGinn took a
moment to outline the facilities.
‘We have four helpers, dealing
with up fo 52 children, though we
normally have 24 in the mornings.
Children can come for half a day
and this suits a lot of mothers

The cost per day is £1.50 for part
time places and £6 for full time,
which includes dinner and 2
break time snacks.

Most of the furniture was made
on the premises by Ozanam
workers' and the facilities are
quite good. They also have use of
a confined yard for the children
to play when the weather is good.

DERRY PUPILS PRESENT HAIMPERS TO SOCIETY

The pupils of St Marys
Secondary School, Derry, made
their annual presentation of
Christmas Fare to the St Mary's
Conference in Creggan.

They also handed over a cheque
for £250, which was raised at
the Fare. Bro Pat McCallion is
pictured in centre  being
presented with the cheque by
Charlotte Dryden.

Also in the picture are pupils
representing every class in the
school. Each class provided a
hamper to the Conference.
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The Conference of the Blessed
Virgin, Ballymena was 100 years
old on 5th January 1991 The
Centenary was celebrated at the
Festival Mass of the Northern
District, held at All Saints Church,
Ballymena on Sunday 2nd
December 1990. Over 200
members of the Society and
their families gathered for the
occasion, including Regional
President Rita Mannion and
Regional Vice-President Donal
Henry.

The first meeting of the
Conference was heid on 4th
January 1891, in the room above
the Sacristy of All Saints Church
where the weekly meetings
continue to be held today. There
are numerous old record books of
the Conference still in existence,
including all the Minute Books of
the first 50 years. A large
number of - others recorded
financial and other information in
great detail - there was a Roll
Book, an Adoption Book, a Relief
Book, a Cash Book and a
Treasurer's Book.  The early
members seem to have been
largely professional men; one

Conference President was a
magistrate, another became the
only Catholic Mayor of Ballymena
and a Papal Knight.

The Conference clearly had a
very close association with the
work of the parish in the early
days. The Parish Priests worked
very closely with it, and used it
very much as an arm for getting
things done. There were very
close links too betweéen the
Conference and the wider
Society, though there were signs
of a sturdy independence of
mind. There were frequent visits
from the Central Council in
Belfast, sometimes arriving to
interrogate’ the Conference on
the conduct of it's affairs. But the
heart of the Conference lay in it's
primary work - the constant refief
of the poor in their own homes.

Centenary Mass

The was
concelebrated by Canon
Raymond Fitzpatrick Parish
Priest of Ballymena, Father Kevin
Donnelly, Parish Priest of
Loughguile and Father Liam
Muilan, Parish Priest of

Portstewart. Canon Fitzpatrick
spoke very warmly of the work of
the Society and it’s spiritual
motivation. He recalled his close
family association with the

Society from his earliest days.
Fathers Donnelly and Mullan also
recalled with affection their days
in Ballymena and their connection
with the Conference.

This was a proud day for the
Blessed Virgin Conference, who
are honoured to take their place
in the long line of members who
have kept the Society alive and
strong in Ballymena over the past
100 years.

A set of Hosary Beads, good
quality with reddish beads, was
left in the All Saints Ghurch affer
the Centenary Mass. If you think
that you left them there, please
phone Declan Oloan - 0266
49636.

100 not out |

Congratulations.

Declan Smith {Head Boy) presents
the representalives of the St
Vincent de Paul Sociely with ioys
and food donated by the pupils of
St
Crossmaglen.

Josephs  High  School,

Fr S McAvoy and Mr A Murlagh
thanked the pupils for the efforis
they had made and assured them
that all of their gifts would be
greally appreciated by the families
who received them.

It has been traditional for the
school to support the Society and
last year’s efforts have proved lo
be very successful.















