VINCENTIAN news

SOCIETY OF ST VINCENT DE PAUL - NORTHERN REGION
Volume 1 - Number 12 July 1991

{Published by the Northern Regional Office, 224 Antrim Foad, Belfast, BT15 2AN. Tel 0232-351561 Fax 0232-740522)



Rita Mannion
Regional
President

We are sll thinking now of holidays and praying
for a change for the betier in the weather but,
before we go anywhere, I would atk you to turn
io Page 7 and read the ariicle headed 'Smoke
Alarms’. According to the Northern Ireland Fire
Authority there are seven elderly people who
should, but won't, be thinking of holidays this
Summer. They all died in house fires in
Northern Ireland since January and, in each
case, a smoke detector could well have saved
their lives.

Colm has circulated all Conferences asking for
names of suitable candidaies for a smoke
detector. They will be filted free of charge and
who knows how many lives they will save next
winter. | am asking you 1o please return the
names and addresses io the Regional Olifice as
quickly as possible and I know, in this importent
matier, you will do just thet.

one way in which we are working with statutory
and other voluniary bodies. We have also
agreed o mssist the University of Ulster in
research on the effecis of poverly in the Grealer
Belfast srea. We have agreed o supply them
with the names of our clienis who would be
prepered o talk fo them. 1 am very grateful io
the Conferences in Belinst who Lave already
passed on some names and I would earnesily
ask others io do the same.

Some Conferences may have reservations about
confidentinlity in this exercise bui there is no
conflict here. 'We only pass on the names if we
have the person’s permission o do so and the
research is also fotally confidential. It is
intended to highlight the problems, and
hopefully improve the lot, of the people we
serve. Isn't that exacily what we all hope o do?
Please help the University io achieve this by
asking the people you visit to talk to the
researcher.

This co-operation wiih' the Fire Service is just
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VITILLLE & TRIE LITTLE DCE (4 SELGEY STORY) Jelic Eorac
Not having a rule book handy and | member inside. Some sort of | but | suspect, not the little one in

relying solely on my memory, |
hope | am correct in thinking that
a Conference meeting should
not last more than one
hour, it should be interesting and
informative and never dull or
gloomy.

With regard to the latter points i
recall a very funny story
which was related recently at a
Conference meeting of an
dncident which took place when a
member was on home visitation,
Willie (not his real name for
obvious reasons) was
approaching the house he was
about to visitt A small dog
appeared in a very aggressive
mood and made straight for our
member, and to use his own
words, made contact with his
boot (shoe). The litlle rascal, not
content with the blow received,
came back for more, and so it
went on. At this point much to
the relief of our brother, the lady
of the house appeared with, of
course, the intention of rendering
some assistance.

In the melee that followed the
lady of the house finished up
outside the house and the

order was restored when another
member of the household arrived
on the scene and assisted by the
lady in question removed the dog
(much to the velief of our
member), on grabbing the dog's
ears and the other it's tail. This
reminded me of the way pigs were
transferred from house to
house in the old days.

When the story was told at the
Conference meeting the room
rocked with laughter, and | may
add it was rather well told. |
suppose you could say it would
have made a horse (dog) laugh,

question, because there are
more pleasant moments in
a dogs life than running
up &gainst a man’s boot, even
a Society member’s boot.

Needless to say the case was -
helped, but with a stern warning
that the little dog must in' future
be kept under conirol.

| shudder to think, dear brothers
and sisters, what would have
happened to our dear brother had
it been a large dog.

CERTIEICATES AWARDED

Members of Downpatrick Home Management & Personal
Development Group who passed a course in St John ‘s
Ambulance First Aid Certificate and were presented with their
cerlificates by Canon Maguire.

NEYY THREET SHOP IV DERRY CITY

in April this year, we acquired a
double fronted ground floor shop,
situated at 18 Strand Road, Derry.
On Monday, 8th April we opened for
business and our hours of opening
are ¥0.30am to 4.30pm, Mondays to
Saturdays.

The staff are al voluntary and
turnover has more than doubled.
The staff work very hard behind the
scenes sorting out, washing and
ironing any - clothing before putting it
on display.

Any Conferences requiring clothing
for any of their families can come
and take what is needed or send
the families to us direct.




VOUTH WCEK IN SCUTH BELELST
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The Society of St Vincent de Paul
is a ‘great Christian’ organisation.
However up until a year ago |
was not fully aware of what the
Society was and the variety of
good work that it did. Lack of
proper information on any given
topic is a bad thing; it can lead to
misconceptions about any organ-
jsation whether it be a political
party, sporting organisation or a
particular church or religion. It is
amazing when you find the ‘truth’
about an organisation and in my
case it was the Society of St
Vincent de Paul.

e THE BEGINNIKG. . ./

Last year | decided to do some
worthwhile  work  for  the
community and to this:-end, | went
about collecting information on
a variety of charitable
organisations. 1 chose to join the
Society because of the work that
it did. As a child/teenager and a
young adult | had just thought of
the Society as a bunch of men
and women who stood and
collected money in red boxes
outside church for charitable
causes: but nothing ‘more defined’
than that.

It was not until my first meeting
that | realised the amount of time
that each individual gave to visit
underprivileged families, the old,
sick and the lonely and the
unemployed. It was not just the
hard cash given, it was also the
‘Christian Caring’ - to spend time
with somebody, to talkk to them
and above all, to let them tatk and
listen to their problems 1 Since
I've joined | have been involved in

special street collections,
sponsored runs, clothing drives,
visiting ex-convicts, family

visitations and church door
collections.
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Pictured above are members of St i}n'gﬂis Youth Conference in South
Belfast. Top row flefi - right) Andrew Waters, Frank Donnelly, Aisling
Curran, Cathy Doran and Deirdre McCloskey. Front row [left - righ)
Nicole Turley, Tanya Jennings, Philip Duffin (President) and Michael

McCloskey.
FORICIEG THE COTFERENCE

Howver my main area of work is
with the ‘Youth’. At my first
meeting at St Brigid's Conference
| volunteered for the position of
Youth Representative for South
and East Belfast. After meeting
with the 2 existing Youth
Conferences at Queens
University and Drumbo, | decided
to attempt to set up a Youth
Conference in the parish of St
Brigids. | thought the Parish had
‘potential’ so | went about doing
market research at the local
Youth Club.

Then a great opportunity .came
along for me | Father Patten
planned to have a special Good
Friday Stations Of The Cross
Service in Ashleigh Hall for the
teenagers of the Parish. He said
that | could speak to the
teenagers after the Service
about the Society. So, on Good
Friday, | made a speech -and
collected the name of seven
interested individuals. | invited
them to an informal meeting on
the following Sunday after
Easter. | gave them information
on the Society and then gave
them a week to think things over.
The following Sunday the seven
returned and a new Youth
Conference was formed |
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The officers were duly elected
and it was decided that 1 would
be President for the first six
months to ‘show them the ropes’.
The VicePresident, Michael
McCloskey would:- then take my
position after the six month
period.

COTEEREICE TWERR

The group are very dedicated,
reliable and sincere and enjoy
their work very much. They
started off on church door
collections and the Taxi Service
for the disabled, old and infirm
people at Sunday Masses. We
are now planning a Charity Disco
in aid of the accommodation in
Walmer Street. We also plan to
start a Creche at Sunday Masses
and the group will be involved in
home visitations when they are
ready. The Conference is only
one month old and it has already
attracted several new members
in addition to the original seven!

Like myself they are all very glad
that they joined the Society. Like
myself they wish to bear witness
to ‘Christ’ by showing that faith
inspired them to work for the
good of others and to assist each
other by mutual example and true
friendship to draw nearer to
‘Christ by loving him" in their
fellow men and women.















