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(Pictured with the President of Ireland, Mary Robinson, are (L - R) Tony
Christie, Letterkenny; Bill Cleary, National President S.V.P,; Rita
Mannion, Northern Regional President and Colm McNicholl, Northern
Regional Administrator.)
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At the National Council Meeting in Dublin on
28th September our Nafional President, Bill
Cleary, was speaking about his visits over the
past year to most Regions in the Country. While
he has been exiremely impressed with the great
work and many initialives he has seen, he is also
justifiably concerned about the bad practices
and apathy he has seen in some parts of every
Region. As National President it is his
responsibility io take any necessary steps to
revilalise the Society where it is flagging,
consequently he has declared this the "Year of
Improvement’ for all Regions.

Co-incidently Jack McMahon and [ were invited
io take part in an Area Council meeting in this
Region the next afternoon. You would almost
swear the Area President had bugged the
National Council Meeting the day 'belore as the
subject of the meeting was the-eviluation of the
work and attitudes of the Conferences in the
Area. It was a very refreshing meeting where
the honesty and determination of the members to
improve the quality of their service was obvious.

A famous Japanese guru lives by the motto
‘Those who are not dissatisfied will not make
progress. | prefer o interpret this move
positively by saying ‘Those who admit to the
shoricomings in their performance will
constantly work o improve’.

Even Christ took time out during his public life
for self-evaluation so we should certainly follow
his example. We must support Bill in his efforis
and as was proved at the Area Council meeting
I mentioned, it will be very enlightening and well
worth the effort. Lef's make this Year of
Improvement the year that we got to know
ourselves and our great Society befter. The
result can only be an even better service and a
greater Society.
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“Our Lady of the Apostles Area Council
A.C.E Workers Receive Cerlificates
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An Appreciafion

Senior Citizens’ Outing

Capital Projects

Cash Boost for Lurgan

Launch of Youth Information Pack
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Fermanagh Herald
6 July 1991

SVP HOUSING PLANS

gg DOE has granted a joan Subsidy of
38000 to the Society in Gweedore lo
buitd four houses under a new scheme

for housing aid for Vol
untary groups,
County Councif was informed .Zl' 5?5

monthly meeting,

A loan subsidy has ars

; 0 been gra
Tor £57.500 for the Soc/gfyn[s;g
Ballyshannon to buig two houses:
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e folowhng ertlcle wes fref
publshed i the Naury Reporter
@nd Junz B9, enitted The
Cering Contimmes!.

The behind the scenes work of
local members of the Society of
St Vincent de Paul to provide
needed friendship, advice and
assistance to those in difficulties
in a caring and confidential
manner were highlighted by the
President of the Our Lady of the
Apostles (Newry and Mourne)
Area Council meeting last week
in Rostrevor.

Mr Peter Connolly said
unemployment, the high cost of
living and a low income all
contributed to cause
considerable hardship to more
and more homes. Their members
visit almost every hospital in the
area and befriend patients who
would otherwise have no visitors.

During the past year the Society
in Newry and Mourne visited
more than 600 patients in hospital,

almost 1300 elderly people
and 600 families in their
homes. it also distributed
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Members of the Our Lady of the Apostles Council of St

Vincent de Paul pictured al an Area Council meeting.

£40,000 in cash grants and food,
£7,000 on clothing and furniture,
£18000 on fuel, gas and
electricity, £19,600 on holiday

outings and other services and
contributed £3,000 to Society
projects in the Third World - a
grand total of £86,100.

An mportent chepter i the
histaryr of lhe Szored Heeart
Conterence in Upper Killeavy
Parish was begun it Newry with

he ofifcizl opening of & nsw
Thrift Shop situsted &t Bricge
Sireet, Newry.

Piclured above are guests al the official opening of the new

Thrift Shop in Bridge Streel, Newry.
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The premises were formally
opened by Mr Jack McMahon,
Development Officer of the
Regional Council, and blessed by
Very Rev. Fr Henry Devlin, PP,
Upper Killeavy. Also in
attendance were the Chairman of
Newry & Mourne District Council,
Mr Andy Moffet, Councillor Frank
Feely and the Presidents of
Conferences in Newry & Mourne.
Earlier in the evening a special
Mass was celebrated in the
Church of the Assumption,
Dromalane by Fr Kevin Cullen,
Spiritual Director of the Sacred
Heart Conference.

At a reception afterwards,
Conference members and guests
were welcomed by the President,
Mr Harry Kinney who said the
occasion was a great tribute to all
involved and he warmly thanked
all those who had contributed to
the building fund.


















