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Pictured above is Colm McNicholi, Regional Administrator, accepting the
Silver Award on behalf of the Society's employees, who last year
brought in £10,000 through the Give As You Earn Scheme. The
awards were presented by Sir Kenneth Broomfield, B.B.C. National
Governor for Northern Ireland, seen here with Colm and Sister Laserian,
Officer-in-Charge of Rosemary House Men'’s Hostel, Belfast.

(Full story on Page 5}
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GERRY GILMORE R.L.P.

Sadly, since the last issue of our magazine, the
Chairman of our Publicity Committee, Gerry
Gilmore, has died. Many of you will not have
known Gerry personally but those who did will
agree that he was a most gentle and genuine
person with the precious gift of the ability to
see the good in everyone and everything.

Although he fought hard against his fliness he

_was the first to accept God's will and, true to
his nature, he was a great inspiration and
comfort to his family and friends in his last
weeks.

Gerry was a true Vincentian and is a great loss
not only to us but to society in general. Many
of us learned a truer meaning of the word ‘love’
from him and have the consolation of knowing
that he is reaping the rewards of his loving,
giving and Christian life.

Please remember Gerry, and all recently
deceased members of our Society, in your
prayers.

MAY THEY REST INPEACE

CONGRATULATIONS

Once again many Conferences have
responded to the Council's request to have the
annual reports submitted before the end of
May. This is invaluable assistance in fulfilling
our obligation to report on activities on time to
the National Council, the Northern Ireland
Government and the general public. We are
very grateful for the time and trouble taken by
so many Conferences to meet the end of May
target and would ask any Conferences who
have not completed the reports to seek Area
Council help to do so.
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including families. The | Sr Margaret is supervisor at the

A unique project which has just
come lo fruition in Strabane is fo -
throw a valvable lifedine to
homeless people throughout the -
district. The opening of
purpose-built accommodation in
the heart of one of the fown’s
main housing estates marks the
culmination of a years planning
by the Strabane Associafion for
the Temporary Homeless whichis
spearheading the venture.

The SATH building at 22 Linafin
Park blends discreetly with
neighbouring houses but behind
it's doors lies a much-welcomed
haven for homeless persons,

seven-bedroomed facility  will
provide short-term respite for
priority cases referred by the
Housing Executive.

The project has been pioneered
by the Society and Sisters of
Mercy in conjunction with the
Housing Executive which owns
the building. Both groups provided
individual funding for the project.

SATH can accommodate up to 20
people at a time. There are three
double-rooms, four twin rooms
and six cots. The Hostel has two
full-time employees.
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Hostel which is manned 24 hours
a day. That will be assured on a
rota system. Residents can only
gain a place by going through the
proper channels.

A large band of volunteers have
offered their services but Sr
Margaret appealed for even more
help with the running.

SATH will cater for the homeless
of the whole Strabane District
Council.




SOCET.

In the last issue of Vincentian
News, we looked at just some of
the aspects of Society work in
Downpatrick. Mr John Bryce, the.'
Area Council President has kindly
sent in this arficle which
examines the work which Youth
Members undertake, on behalf of
the Society.

COMMUNITY WORK

Each Wednesday morning, nine
pupils’ from Saint Mary's High
School, Downpatrick,  were
involved in Community Work in the
Downpatrick area on behalf of the
Society of St Vincent de Paul.

Community Work, which has been
up and ‘running for three years,
was introduced into the school by
Mrs Maura Quiery and Sr.
Elizabeth. Here is a sample of the
work done by the girls in the
Community Work programme.

Nicola, Bronagh, Marian and Anne
went to the Patrician Youth Centre
Creche. Working in the Creche
involved playing with children
aged between six months and
primary school age and making
them happy. In a short time the
girls had grown to love and adore
the children who looked forward
1o their coming.

Claire and Tracey attended
Lecale House, a Nursing Home for
the elderly; where they helped the
patients to get around. They gave
them drinks and helped them in
and out of bed. They also talked
to them, and the patients looked
forward to their company each
week.

Kerry Anne and Jennifer visited
the eiderly in St John’s House, a
local Nursing Home for the elderly.
They washed the residents
wheelchairs and their walking
aids. They talked to them, did
messages for them and basically
kept them company. They also
made the residents tea and the
girls enjoyed this work a great
deal.

Quiery.

The photograph above shows members of the
Course organised by St Pairick’s Conference,
received certificates on completion of a course on parenting.
certificates were presented by Mr
Also included are the facilitators, Brit

Home Management
Downpatrick, who

John Bryce, Area President.
hdin McGeagh and Mrs Maura

The Assessment Unit at the
Downe Hospital. was visited by
Dana and Pamela. At the unit the
girls gave water io the patients
and served tea. They also
cleaned the trolleys and loaded
the dishwasher. Both girls
enjoyed this work.

BEKEFITS 7

Each girl 'spent ftwo and a half
hours at her place of work and the
programme lasted for five months.

The pupils believe that
Community Work is a worthwhile
experience because it gave them
the opportunity to do good work
in the local community. They also
thought it was helpful in giving
them some idea about what it
would be like to have full-time
employment in a caring
profession.

They would like to thank the
organisers of Community Work,
and are grateful to the employers
who worked with them in a spirit
of patience and understanding.
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