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Pictured above at the Northern Presidents Meeting are {(Back
row) Fr. Frank Mullan, former Chairperson of the Council of
Ireland and Mr Colm McNicholl, Regional Administrator; (front row)
Miss Rita Mannion, Regional President: Fr Sean Farrell CM,
Facilitator N.U.U., and Mr Eoin Higgins, formar NIR.C. Reglonal
Prssldenl

(Full story on Page 4)
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This year's Presidents’ Meeting was certainly
different. It was in the form of self-evaluation
which is something that we, as a Society, do not
usually do in such large numbers. There were
268 members in attendance from all over the
Region and, despite the infamiliarity of the
format, everyone participated in a very willing
and worthwhile way.

The members worked all weekend, in small
groups of 14. They were asked to identily
barriers to Spirituality, firstly in themselves as
individual members, then as Conferences and
finally as a Region. While preparing for the
weekend, it became very obvious that
Spirituality could not be considered in isolation
from our work as Vincentians and this was
borne out over the weekend as the groups
reported back on their identified barriers.

The meeting was very ably directed by Fr. Sean
Farrell, a Vincentian priest from Dublin, who has
vast experience in the form of evaluation. He
collaied the responses from all 20 groups and a
working group will now look at all the ideniified
problems and suggest action for improvement.

It was very heartening to see so many members
volunteer to serve on the working group. Fr.
Farrell has agreed to come back up 1o Belfast on
Monday 12th October io meet the new group
and give them some helpful hints and advice on
the way forward. Fr Farrell also advised that a
member of the Regional Council be appointed
to act as chairperson and liaise with the
Council. Dominic Burke, who has a lot of
experience in problem-solving, has kindly
agreed to take on the responsibility.

The important thing o remember is that the
barriers to Spirituality have been identified
primarily by Conference members and will now
be considered, and hopefully solved, by
Conference members. On behalf of the
members in the Northern Region, [ would like to
thank all the volunieers for their willingness to
tackle this difficult project and wish them every
success in the next 12 months. I would also ask
all other members to co-operate with the new
evaluation group. 'm sure we will be hearing a
lot from them.
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It allbegan when...

.

Over the years our Conference
has been having problems with
the red collecting boxes, ie hinges
breaking off, the drawer either
being too slack or being too tight
etc. One of our Brothers, who did
a bit of repairing to these boxes,
challenged himself to design and
make a box that would have no
moving parts. After studying and
raking his brains for a while, he
has an idea, and starts to put it
into practice, ie making this box
with no moving parts. Incidentally,
no member of our Conference

knew what was going on.

When the prototype box was
ready it was left in the church for
use. When Mass was over, our

money would not come out. ‘What .
sort of box is this Bro - in that |

out of it, but lo and behold, the l
cant get the money out of it?

Church would be the ideal place
to test it out’. After dismantlingita
couple of fimes, with a few
modifications and saying a few

Questions were asked, heads
rolled - why has this box not been
" tested before it was brought to
the Church. 1 had no loose
change on me at the time’, was

Treasurer went to take the money

the designer’s reply, 'l thought the
3

St James Whiteabbey display some of their Gold Boxes

prayers to St Vincent de Paul, the
prototype box is now inuse. It has
been described by one person as
a success. Christened the Golden
Box by it's designer, it is now
inuse at St James Whiteabbey.




“The Town and Counlry Alliance” - pictured above at the Northern Presidents Meeling are {-r)
Mrs Nan Connolly, President of St Patrick’s Keady; Mr Pat O'Hare, President of St MacNissi’s
Carnmoney, and Mr Peter Loughran, President of St Brigid Clonoe, sharing an experience at

the New Universily of Ulster.

The Regional ~Meeting of
Conference Presidents was held
on 12/13th September at the
University of Ulster in Coleraine.
There was a very large turnout,
with - 268 members present.
We were delighted to welcome
our - National President, Bill
Cleary, Teresa Petitt from Athlone,
Noel Clear from Dublin, Colm
McManus from the North-West
Region, our twinned members in
Limerick and ex-Regional
President John Quinn from the
Mid-West.

"Fr Sean Farrell CM from All
Hallows directed the whole
proceedings. A new format was
introduced whereby the members,
working in some twenty groups,
deliberated wupon their own
personal concerns about their
work with the poor, concerns
about their Conference and
their concerns about our regional
organisation.

There was whole-hearted
participation by all and of course,
many concerns were shared by
different groups. Among those
that were common to several
groups were concerns about
prejudice and double standards in
our giving, respect for those less
fortunate than -ourselves, the
need for training for all members,
not just for new members, and
renewed efforts to recruit and

particularly to recruit young
members.

SPECIAL GROUP

Yes, we've heard these

weaknesses mentioned before.
The members present were well
aware of that so a group of eight
members from the floor were
elected to collate the reports from
the groups and to organise the
follow-up to the weekend in
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Conferences and Councils all over
the region. That follow-up will be
vital to the success of the entire
exercise.

A particular highlight of the
weekend was the inspiring talk
Bishop Farquhar gave during the
Mass. He congratulated the
Society in being the foremost
organisation to help people in
need from all religions. In a
truly Christian way need is
the only critetion to be
considered. He also commended
the Society in being the first major
organisation to open it's
membership to women and to
promote equal opportunities for
them.

It beautifully reinforced the theme
for the weekend of members
re-animating  themselves as
‘Together we serve Christ’
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As the money continues to pourin
day by day, I find it very difficult to
express how it makes me feel. ‘|
went from feeling apprehensive
as we neared our £100,000
target, to delight as that figure
was passed and then sheer
disbelief as the money rocketed
o over 4 times our original hopes.
Today Colm handed over a
cheque for £425000 to Denis
Elliott from Concern Worldwide
and there are still promises of
more to come.

GENEROSITY OF ALL

fm sure the phenomenal
generosity of the parishioners in
the Northern Region makes many
of you feel as humbled as it does
me. Young men threw unopened
pay envelopes into our boxes
and people gave us wads of

notes, sometimes exceeding
£100. Many senior citizens
touched  the . hearts of our
collectors by donating their
entire pension for the week
and ~young children proudly
"parted with  their week’s

pocket money. In the face of
such unselfish giving it is not
surprising if we find it so
difficult to express how it
makes us feel.

One thing | do know is that the
faith the parishioners have shown
by donating this vast sum of
money places a burden of
responsibility on our Society. We
must get the money to work for
the people of Somalia as quickly
as possible. You already know
that, after considering different
agencies, we finally decided that
Concern Worldwide was the
organisation best placed to act as
our Agents to get real value for
money and have the food,
materials and drugs out. to
Somalia in the shortest possible
time. In keeping with our
philosophy there wil be no
administrative or transport costs.
Every halfpenny will be spent on
the relief of the famine in Somalia.

VISIT TO SOMALIA
The members of Concern have

been as excited as ourselves by
the commitment of our members

and the generosity of the
parishioners. In fact, they have
suggested that two

representatives from the Society
should travel
consignment in order to see the
Concern operation on the ground
in Somalia and report back to the
rest of our members. It is a great
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opportunity for us but | have no
doubt that it wil be the most
difficult job any President could
ask anyone to take on.

They will be selected for their
skills, experience and ability to
cope, in so far as one can cope,
with the tragic situation they will
encounter. Immediately on their
return a special edition of
Vincentian News will be issued in
which they- will share their
experience - in  words and
photographs. At the time of
writing it looks as though they
could well be in Somalia before
the end of October.

| have seen many examples of
good teamwork in our Society but
this response to a tragic situation
surpasses them all. In just three
weeks enough money has been
raised 1o ensure Concern can
feed an extra 15000 children
every day. We can only pray that
efforts like ours and the hundreds
of other groups and voluntary
organisations working for. relief in
Somalia will go some way to
forcing the hand of the United
Nations -and  the = World’s
Governments. Mary Robinson has
made a very brave start - let’s
hope others follow her example.

Pictured on the left is Colm
McNicholl, seen here
presenting a cheque ' for
£425000 to Denny Elfiofi
‘Development Officer, Concern
Worldwide. ‘

Once again, many thanks to the
Conferences for their belief
and hard work throughout the
collection, and of course, to
the parishioners whose
generosity never falters.

As we go fo press, the money
fs still coming in, every penny
of -which will be used to help
alleviate, in some way, the
suffering of the Somali people.













