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Pictured above are the Ghana contingenf on their
recent trip to the Northern Region; back row (I - r) are
Joshua Elelakpodia, Area President of Accra, Ghana,
and Mr Ben Annan, National President of Ghana; front

row shows Mrs Cecila Annan with Rita Mannion and
Colm McNicholl.
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FRANK COX

It was with great sadness that Ruaidhri Higgins,
Colm McNicholl and I represented the Northern
Region at the funeral of the late Frank Cox, our
ex-National President. It was an exiremely
cold, wet and windy day which matched the
mood of the many hundreds of people who had
come from all over Ireland o pay their last
respects fo an amazing man. Frank’s love,
generosity and friendship knew no barriers
which was evidenced by the presence of rich
and poor alike, united in their grief, in the
Church and the grounds outside. He was a
very gifted orator and many of you will
remember fondly how he inspired us at
meetings like Coleraine with his obvious
passion for our great society.

- May Frank, and all recently deceased members

of our Society, rest in peace.
TWINNING

Many of you will have had the opportunity to
meet, and talk with, the National President of
Ghana when he visited us in November 1992. It
was a great opportunity, which we seized, to
find out exacily what is happening in the
Society in Ghana. Ben has been appointed fora
one year term and tfasked with healing the
breach in the Accra Diocese. He is working
very hard 1o reconcile the two factions and will
be reporling to us. Any news received from
Ghana will be passed to you and [ would ask
you to be patient {again!) and pray for Ben’s
success.

My grateful thanks to all those who hoped io
make the visit a success.

SVP WEEK APPEAL

Despite the many demands on our benefactors’
generosity in 1992 [ was delighted to see that
the majority of our Conlerences had increased
collections in SVP Week. This is due, in no small
way, to the time and effort of our members in
publicising the week and holding the collection
and the regard in which they are held by
parishioners. Qur heightened profile allows
people to understand better the type of work
we do and where our Organisation is
perceived as worthwhile it will always
receive support.
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Pictured are members of the
Conference of Church Of The
Nativity in Poleglass meeting
with their Spiritual Advisor,
the Reverend Fr. Paddy
McWilliams, at the blessing of
the new picture of Frederic
Ozanam.

Poleglass, a new development
on the oulskirts of Belfast with
a high percentage of
unemployment, also presents
many other social problems
and yet per head of population,
the people are very generous
and supportive towards the
work of the Society of St
Vincent de Paul




THE ORIGIN OF VINCENTIAN CHARITY Art Magenis

The origins of the Confraternities
of Charity that St Vincent himself
founded, and which were the
predecessors of the Conference
founded by Ozanam and his
companions in 1833, are very
significant.

The first of these began as the
result of a sermon St Vincent
preached in Chatillon, central
France, at Sunday Mass in August
1617. Vincent was vesting for
Mass whan a lady entered and
told him about a family living
outside the town. The family was
in a condition of desperate need.
Vincent spoke warmly about their
condition during the Mass and, as
he puts it himself, ‘God touched
the hearts of his hearers’. In the
evening, Vincent walked out with
one of the men of the town to see
how things were, and to their
surprise found almost a
procession of people making their
way to the family’s house. When
Vincent and his companion
reached. the house, they saw

Pictured above are the three
voluntary workers of the
Omagh Thrift Shop in front of
their new premises.

that a huge amount of help-in-kind
had been given to the family.

Vincent was at once delighted
and saddened - saddened
because much of what the people
had given in their generosity
would not keep fresh. ‘This is
great charity’, he said, ‘but it is not
well-organised charity’. He and
his parishioners got to work
immediately and just over three
months later, on the Feast of the
immaculate Conception 1617, the
first Vincentian charitable
organisation was officially
founded. Many others followed,
all independant of each other, but
visited and encouraged by
Vincent either himself or through
others.

GIVING NEEDS FORGIVING

Come on in before the neighbours
see. I am worried about asking
your help. | feel ashamed. What
would my friends say 7 But ['ve

1992 has been a momentous year
for the Saint Vincent de Paul
Thrift Shop at Castle Street,
Omagh.

Speaking on behalf of the Saint
Columba Conference, Mr Tommy
Mullan, President, pointed out that
happily demand for goods in the
shop had spiralled: ‘This year asin
previous years the St Vincent de
Paul Thrift Shop has contributed
many thousands of items of
clothing to the needy in our area.
This has been made possible by
the generosity of the people in the
area in bringing to the shop those
unwanted garments which in turn
satisfy the needs of the less
privileged in our community.

‘The demand for quality second
hand clothing which the Thrift
Shop stocks has increased

4

nowhere else fo tumn.

I wonder how much [ dare tell you
of my lroubles. Wil you be
shocked, critical or disappointed?
Wil it do any good talking ? You
wouldnt understand anyhow.
You've got it made. You've never
experienced being fotally broke,
debt men calling, not enough food
to give the youngsters something
fo eaf before going fo school in
the morning.

You are sifting there calculating
everythingl say. [ hate you. I hate
Yyou for being successful | hate
you making decisions about my
life and me having no say in the
malfter. You dabble in my
problems and walk away from
them. What you give you can also
take away. Why must everything
be on your terms rather than on
mine ?

This will be continued in the
near future.

NEW PREMISES FOR OMAGH THRIFT SHOP

greally in 1992, The problem
which has beset the tiny premises
at Castle Street since its opening,
that of limited space, has now
finally been resolved and our
Conference is happy to report
that a new Thrift Shop is to open
shortly across the road at No. 10,
Castle Street.

It is envisaged that the new
premises will provide not only an
outlet for the distribution of
clothes, but also an outlet for the
distribution of quality second
hand furniture which the Society
also collects and delivers to the
less privileged, it is our
Conference’s intention that the
opening of the new premises will
mark even greater activity and
greater success by the
Conference in addressing the
needs of the poor.



GHANA NATIONAL P§

The National Fresident of Ghana,
Mr Ben Annan visited the
Northern Region recently, along
with his charming wife, Cecilia,
and Joshua Elelakpodia, the Area
President of Accra, Ghana.

During their stay, they visited the
Regional Council meeting in
Belfast where they explained the
situation in Ghana. They
mentioned the fact that Ben had
been elected National President
and that the problems they
encountered in recent years could
' now be brought to a conclusion.

The following evening they
attended a large meeting in
Newry where the Area Councils of
Banbridge and Craigavon
& Armagh also attended. The
Chairman of Newry & Mourne
Council welcomed and presented
them with with gifts.

On the Thursday they visited
Lurgan, Craigavon and Coalisland.
The visitors were received with
great enthusiasm by all the
members. The  members
expressed their sorrow that their
trip was so short. Gifts were then
presented to them by the Area
Councils. Here, Canon McEntagert
took great pleasure in getting Ben

to relate the length of Mass in
Accra, and after hearing the Mass
lasted over 2 hours, felt it was a
must for Coalisland.

Ugandan representatives who are
twinned with the North
West/Donegal region. They then
had lunch and surprise All-lreland

The Lord Mayor of Derry, Alderman William Hays, presents
Ben Annan with the Derry City coat of arms. Looking on are
his wife Cecilia, Joshua, and members of Derry Cily Area

Council.

On the Friday morning the party
went to Derry City, which they
described as the highlight of their
visit, meeting the Bishop of Derry,
Edward Daly, and the Mayor of
Derry, Alderman Wiliam Hays
who received them most
graciously. They also had a
meeting in Ozanam House in
Derry, where they were joined by

The Ghana contingent pictured with Derry Area Council
members oulside the Derry City Thrift Shop in Bridge Street.
5

Irish Dancers entertained them in
the Hotel, one of these dancers
being Seamus Wade's daughter.
Our visitors were bowled over by
the spontaneity, naturainess and
talent of the people they met.
They finished off with a tour of
St Columba’s Cathedral, whichis a
must for any visitor to the Maiden
City.

STOP PRESS

We have just received a letter
from Ben thanking all the people
he met for the help they gave
him and the warmth of their
friendship.

He also reports some progress
in Accra. He lells us that he is
meeting with Father Campbell
and the members of the
Vincentian family, to discuss
how the Society can be brought
forward, in unity, in Accra.

We wish Ben all the best in his

endeavours to bring the
Society in Accra {fogether
once again.




NEW ORGANISATIONAL GROUP Jack McMahon

At the meeling in Coleraine last
September, the Conference
Presidents expressed concerns
that. they fell, as Vincentians,
abouf the operation of
Conferences and concerns about
our Region. A number of those
present were nominated from the
floor lo explore lthese concerns
further. The Group was called
the New Organisational Group.

The Group has met a number of
times and are agreed that almost
all of the concerns expressed can
be summarised in two words,
Training and Development, for-

a) Presidents (Conference and

Area); their Roles and

Responsibility would include:-

- Leadership

- Tackiing the ‘Dead Wood' in
the Conference

- Keeping the Rule(s) of the
Society

- Standardise Induction for
New Members

- Publicity

- Recruitment

b) New Members - Induction
Programme would include:-

- Understanding of SVP
- Quality Visitation

- Expectations

- PersonalNeeds

- (YouthPack)

On reading the report from the
QOrganisational Group, the
Regional Board suggested that
the Organisational Group and the
Development Committee should
meet as both groups were
working along similar lines.

When they met, the
Organisational Group learned that
the Development Committee were
already working on a programme
for new members (an induction

Course) and were hoping to go on
to a refresher course for
established members and, finally,
a programme to cover the role of
Presidents.

Several induction courses have
already taken place. They
incorporated material produced
by the National Development
Committee in  Dublin. The
Regional Development Committee
is working on a standardised
script as base material for the
course.

So the two groups decided to
operate as one unit and further
develop a strategy to enhance
the skills of members and that will
be the purpose of a full day's
discussion by both groups at
Clare Lodge on March 20 1993.
To provide a direct link with
Conference members, each Area
Council has been asked to
nominate a member to join the
two groups on that day.

EUROPEAN YEAR 1993 Rita Mannion
/ N

As you know, 1993 has been
designated as the ‘European Year
for Older People and Solidarity
between Generations’. There are
many occasions planned by both
Statutory and Voluntary
Organisations to mark the year
and it is our responsibility to make
the best use of these for the
people we serve.

Already many of our members
from Belfast and Co. Antrim have
attended a very informative
Seminar on ‘The Role of the Carer’
organised by the Northern Health
and Personal Social Services
Board.

The Social Security Agency are
planning an Information Week in
every Social Security Office
across the Region and in the
Benefit Shop at Castle Court,
Belfast. From 10-14 May 19983
there will be displays staffed by
personnel experienced in the
benefits for older people.

If any of the older people you are
visiting would like to discuss their
entitlement with experts at that
time why not arrange to take them
to their Social Security Offices
that week.

The Regional Office will keep you
informed of any Region-wide
evenis but you should also be
aware of any local activities from
which your people can benefit.

Anyone with the available
premises may want to mark the
year in our own Society by
arranging some event for the
elderly and include young helpers
or entertainers (perhaps from
local schools) to stress the
‘Solidarity between Generations’.

The Society is already
represented in the arrangement of
Region-wide events, eg. with the
Fire Authority and the Road
Safety Council.

)

ANNUAL REPORTS

You will soon be receiving the
new three-page  Annual
Report, and like last year, it
need only be completed at
the top copy, which will
transcribe to the two bottom
copies.

'm making a very special
appeal to Conferences to
return their Reports on time,
and if any Conference has
difficulties in completing it,
your Area Treasurer will be on
hand to help.

The Conference contribution
has increased to £185.00 and
| would ask that you enclose
a cheque with your Report.
The levy gdoes towards
Advertising, the National
Bulletin, Seminars, Literature
and Training Costs.

N )










